Follow up will include advice to all Catholic parishes on how they can engage more in assisting asylum seekers in our community, and increased advocacy around the many issues of justice and human dignity that were highlighted on the day. 
Catholic Aids Ministry and Aged Care providers
Catholic Social Services recently convened a meeting between the Catholic Aids Ministry and several Aged Care providers, to investigate issues and options arising from HIV+ people moving into aged care facilities.
The anti-retroviral drug treatment prescribed to many HIV+ patients has the unintended consequence of bringing on premature ageing, much of it linked to early on-set dementia. Significant numbers, mainly men, are reaching the stage of needing to access residential care. There is concern among support groups that more preparation needs to be provided to staff in aged care facilities. The investigation of training options for personal care staff is the next step, with aged care providers ready to respond to this issue. 
Contact

Forum on prisons and the criminal justice system
Congratulations to the St Vincent de Paul Society Social Justice Committee on their 5 May 2012 forum. Click here for a CSSV write up of the day. Presentations and members' experience underlined the need for increased support for preventative and diversion measures, and for a policy approach that saw beyond imprisonment and focused on building a more just and safer Victoria.
There was also welcome news that the Koori County Court trial at Morwell is now to be continued, despite no additional funding being provided in the 2012 Victorian budget. The InterChurch Criminal Justice Taskforce (of which Catholic Social Services is a member) had been among those calling for continued funding, and, although it would have been better to extend the court to other parts of the State, we welcomed the continuation of the Morwell program. This is what God asks of you, only this, to act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8)
Victorian government consultation on housing policy
On 14 June a number of members met to consider the Victorian Government consultation paper on housing policy, entitled 'Pathways to a fair and sustainable social housing system'. There was ready agreement on the need for a fair and sustainable system, and that such a system needed to meet the needs of the many Victorians for whom adequate housing is currently not available.
Helen Burt is drafting a submission from Catholic Social Services Victoria to the review process. Helen would be happy to discuss any aspect of this, or to receive views or input -hburt@css.org.au, This is what God asks of you, only this, to act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8)
Vinnies CEO Sleepout
Friday 24 August -2012 CSSV Annual Dinner
Our annual dinner is an opportunity for the broad Catholic social services community, our supporters and those that we work with to celebrate our work, and to strengthen the links between those who are active within our community of service. Politicians are invited, and spouses are most welcome.
We are delighted this year to have Chris Lowney (pictured) as our guest speaker. Chris is author of the best seller Heroic Leadership, which distils leadership principles from the first decades of the Jesuit order. His Heroic Living applies the principles of Ignatian spirituality to everyday life in the modern world.
A feature of last year's dinner was increased interaction between tables. We will be working to enhance that aspect of the dinner again this year.
Tickets are $80 (with thanks to our sponsors for helping us keep costs down). Enquiries to lucia.brick@css.org.au Click here for flyer and booking information.
Sector events and developments
Pastoral Care Supervisor
Good Shepherd Aged Services have extended the time for applications for this senior position. Click here and here for position details.
St Vincent de Paul Society 'Social Justice in the City Presentations'
12.00pm, Wednesday, 27 June -Robert Fitzgerald AM, Productivity Commissioner Venue: St Francis Pastoral Centre -MacKillop Room. Please feel free to bring along your colleagues and friends … everyone is welcome.
Organised by the St Francis Conference
Newman College Helder Camara Lecture Series Monday, 13 August 5.30pm -Robert P George "Natural Law, God and Human Dignity". Click for details. 
Friday, 17 August 7.00pm -Good Samaritan Inn 5th Annual Dinner Dance
